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m Special counsel Robert Mueller 
closed his long and contentious 
Russia investigation with no new 
charges, ending the probe that 
has cast a dark shadow over 
Donald Trump's presidency. 


BY MARK MAZZETTI 
AND KATIE BENNER 


New York Times News Service 


WASHINGTON 

The investigation led by Rob- 
ert Mueller found no evidence 
that President Donald Trump or 
any of his aides coordinated with 
the Russian government’s 2016 
election interference, according 
to a summary of the special 
counsel’s key findings made 
public Sunday by Attorney Gen- 
eral William Barr. 

Mueller, who spent nearly two 
years investigating Moscow’s 
determined effort to sabotage 
the last presidential election, 
found no conspiracy “despite 
multiple offers from Russian- 
affiliated individuals to assist the 
Trump campaign,” Barr wrote in 
a letter to lawmakers. 

Mueller’s team drew no con- 
clusions about whether Trump 
illegally obstructed justice, Barr 
said, so he made his own deci- 
sion. The attorney general and 
his deputy, Rod Rosenstein, 
determined that the special 
counsel’s investigators had in- 
sufficient evidence to establish 
that the president committed 
that offense. 

He cautioned, however, that 
Mueller’s report states that 
“while this report does not con- 
clude that the president commit- 
ted a crime, it also does not ex- 
onerate him” on the obstruction 
of justice issue. 

Still, the release of the findings 
was a significant political victory 
for Trump and lifted a cloud that 
has hung over his presidency 
since before he took the oath of 
office. It is also likely to alter 
discussion in Congress about the 
fate of the Trump presidency; 
some Democrats had pledged to 
wait until the special counsel 


SEE PROBE, 6A 


SPECIAL COUNSEL ROBERT MUELLER’S INVESTIGATION 


MUELLER FINDS NO TRUMP-RUSSIA CONSPIRACY BUT STOPS 
SHORT OF EXONERATING TRUMP ON OBSTRUCTION 


e See the Mueller report 
summary by Attorney General 
William Barr, above, 8-9A 


e On the eve of a meeting 
between President Donald 
Trump and Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
Monday, diplomats now know 
Trump is not going anywhere 
— at least until 2020, 8A 


CLIFF OWEN AP 


At left: President Donald Trump 
speaks to media before boarding 
Air Force One on Sunday at Palm 
Beach International Airport in 
West Palm Beach, en route to 
Washington. Above: 

Special Counsel Robert Mueller 
on Sunday in Washington. 


Democrats vow to be relentless 
in seeking full disclosure of report 


m Democrats vowed to be relentless in seeking full disclosure of the 
Mueller report and to learn more about possible Trump obstruction 


of justice 


BY DAVID LIGHTMAN 
AND LESLEY CLARK 
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WASHINGTON 

Democrats aren’t done. 

Sunday’s news that Robert 
Mueller unearthed no evidence 
that Donald Trump’s campaign 
team colluded with Russia might 
deny Democrats the grounds to 
seek impeachment. But Demo- 
cratic leaders see potential in one 
portion of Attorney General Wil- 


liam Barr’s summary of the spe- 
cial counsel’s findings: an open- 
ing to argue that the president 
obstructed justice. 

That now will trigger a relent- 
less series of hearings, investiga- 
tions and possible court challeng- 
es from the Democratic-run 
House aimed at discrediting the 
GOP throughout the 2020 elec- 
tion campaign. 

“Attorney General Barr’s letter 
raises as many questions as it 
answers, said a joint statement 
from House Speaker Nancy Pelo- 


si of California and Senate Mi- 
nority Leader Chuck Schumer of 
New York. 

“The fact that Special Counsel 
Mueller’s report does not exoner- 
ate the president on a charge as 
serious as obstruction of justice 
demonstrates how urgent it is 
that the full report and under- 
lying documentation be made 
public without any further de- 
lay,” they said. 

And, the leaders stressed, 
“Given Mr. Barr’s public record 
of bias against the Special Coun- 
sel’s inquiry, he is not a neutral 
observer and is not in a position 


SEE DEMOCRATS, 7A 


MIAMI MAYOR FRANCIS SUAREZ 


Miami’s mayor was 


hired to lobby 


Fisher Island hc re K: 


m Miami Mayor Francis Suarez was working for Carlton 
Fields in 2017 when the firm offered his services “to 
lobby with Miami-Dade County” in a fight between 
Fisher Island residents and its developer. Suarez 


denies lobbying. 


BY DOUGLAS HANKS 


terests before the county. 


for 


AL DIAZ adiaz@miamiherald.com 


City of Miami Mayor 
Francis Suarez. 


ENVIRONMENT 


Could more powerful 
hurricanes threaten South 
Florida’s disappearing forests? 


m A new study looking at damage across Puerto Rico 
from Hurricane Maria concluded more intense hurricanes 
fueled by a warming planet could permanently alter 
tropical plants, including the disappearing hammocks 
and pine rocklands in South Florida. 


won’t have time to regrow, 
and they will be less di- 
verse.” 

For South Florida, where 
development has already 


AND JOEY FLECHAS 
dhanks@miamiherald.com 
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When Fisher Island 
residents wanted a lobbyist 
to help them navigate 
county government, they 
hired a part-time lawyer 
with a knack for local poli- 
tics: the mayor of Miami. 

Weeks after he was 
elected mayor in No- 
vember 2017, Francis 
Suarez’s law firm sent 
the Fisher Island Resi- 
dents Association a 
letter that laid out the 
terms for hiring Suarez to 
represent the group’s in- 


The first page of the 
Dec. 20, 2017 letter from 
Carlton Fields partner 
Richard Linquanti carries 
the heading “Re: Miami- 
Dade Lobbying,” and cites 
previous discussions about 
the legal work being off- 
ered. The firm already 
represented the associ- 
ation, and the letter laid 
out two new areas of repre- 
sentation in Miami-Dade 
to be handled by Suarez. 

The firm said it would 
“use our efforts” in the 
county’s zoning process to 
prevent Fisher Island’s 
developer from building a 
new tower higher than 76 


feet. It also would “lobby 
with Miami-Dade County 
to review the developer’s 
obligations for the ferry 
system that connects the 
island with the Miami 
Beach mainland. 

“The representation 
addressed by this letter is 
for the services of Francis 
Suarez alone,” Linquanti 
wrote association presi- 
dent Richard Kracum. “For 
this matter, we propose 
adopting a flat fee of 
$10,000 plus costs for the 
first 30 days of this en- 


” 
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BY JENNY STALETOVICH 


jstaletovich@miamiherald.com 


When Hurricane Maria 
sacked Puerto Rico, it did 
more than take thousands 
of lives, pulverize houses 
and dismantle infrastruc- 
ture. It shredded the is- 
land’s tropical forests at an 
unprecedented rate. 

The fierce Category 5 
storm, the 10th most in- 
tense on record packing 
ferocious 155 mph winds 
when it roared ashore, 
felled trees at twice the 
rate of previous storms. 
Some species suffered 
damage 12 times higher. 


Now, with a warming 
planet expected to produce 
even more storms like 
Maria, the planet’s tropical 
forests are likely to be 
inexorably altered, accord- 
ing to a new study pub- 
lished Monday in the jour- 
nal Nature Communi- 
cations. 

“These hurricanes are 
going to kill more trees. 
They’re going to break 
more trees,” Maria 
Uriarte, lead author and 
Columbia University’s 
Earth Institute biologist, 
said in a statement. “For- 
ests will become shorter 
and smaller, because they 


wiped out much of the 
pine rocklands and hard- 
wood hammocks that once 
covered high ground, that 
could be a death knell. 
Intense hurricanes have 
already taken a toll on pine 
rockland: Hurricane Wil- 
ma blasted through one of 
the few last stands in the 
Keys on Sugarloaf in 2005. 
Irma delivered what might 
be a fatal blow, say Florida 
International University 
ecologists trying to under- 
stand why the pine rock- 
land has failed to recover. 
When Maria hit Puerto 
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ye 7B BUSINESS MONDAY 


BIG PLANS FOR 
FLAGLER STREET 


What does Moishe Mana, 
the mogul who owns many 
properties along the 
roadway, have up his 


SPORTS 


UM WOMEN 
OUT OF NCAAS 


Fifth-seeded Arizona State 

ousted fourth-seeded Miami 57-55 
in a second-round Women's 
NCAA Tournament game 


LOCAL & STATE 


PARKLAND TEEN 
KILLS SELF 


A 2nd shooting survivor has 
died. State officials & local 
leaders seek more mental 
health aid for the Douglas 
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